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‘Alcestis’ on the Altar of Passion and Duty

Dr. Manisha Mathur
Asst. Professor in English
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Govt. Arts and Commerce College,
Indore (M.P.)

‘Alcestis’ is an excellent Athenian tragedy by the ancient Greek playwright Euripides.
It was first produced at the city Dionysia festival in 438 BC. It is based on Greek mythology.
Apollo is exiled by Zeus from Olympus for slaying cyclops. Since Zeus is displeased, Apollo
is forced to live among men as a slave. His master during the years of exile is King Admetus
of Pherae in Thessaly. Admetus is a kind master and Apollo is led to believe that he is wise
and generous king. In the meanwhile, Goddess Atremis is offended by Admetus and she
decrees that he would die before his time. Apollo comes to his rescue and the ‘fates’ agrees to
spare Admetus if someone offers his life to save the King from death. Only Alcestis, the wife
of Admetus volunteers to die for the sake of her husband. The play depicts the day on which
the Death comes to take Alcestis to the underworld. She prepares herself for it. She prays to
the Goddess of hearth to protect her two children and she offers wreaths to the household
deities. Thereafter, she bids farewell to her husband and children. Admetus weeps and
promises his wife to take care of her children and not to marry for the rest of his life. The
palace doors open and Admetus is seen holding his dying wife in his hands.

In the meantime it is reported that Heracles, the great athlete has come to meet him.
Admetus takes the body of his wife back into the palace and decides to entertain Heracles in
pursuance of the laws of hospitality. He even conceals the death of his wife from his guest.
Heracles passes the night in drinking, singing and merry-making.

A quarrel between Admetus and his father ensues Admetus chides the old man for his
selfishness in saving his own life which was almost over instead of saving the life of his son.
At this Pheres, his father, rebukes him for allowing his wife to die in his place. He calls it a
cruel act of Admetus and warns him that the brother of Alcestis would avenge it. Admetus
feels disgusted and asks his parents never to come to him. One of the faithful servant resents
Heracles’ revelries and Heracles resents the rudeness of the servant. At this time he is told of
the death of Alcestis. On hearing this, the mood of Heracles changes abruptly and he decides
to wrestle with death and take back Alcestis as a repayment of Admetus’ hospitality. He says:

“He took me into his house, he did not drive me away, despite the fierce weight of his
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sorrow; He said it, in his kindliness and with His usual tact. Is there in Thessaly, or Greece, a
man more liberal than he? ”
[Alcestis 855-59]

Admetus laments his fate and the death of his wife. He feels sorry for his weeping
children and lamenting slaves. He regrets that he does not possess the voice of Orpheus or
else he might have retrieved Alcestis. He is ashamed of his cowardice in allowing his wife to
die in his place. In fact, Admetus does so, not merely for love of his life, but also to save
Alcestis and his children from the misery that might have overtaken them after his death. Life
becomes a burden to him, He repents for allowing Alcestis to die in his stead. He realizes the
truth that his dead wife was happier than he is. The chorus also sings of her nobility and
sacrifice. In the meantime, Heracles returns after his confrontation with Death, bearing
Alcestis with hum and asks Admetus to take care of her. At first Admetus is horrified at the
suggestion but later mourning changes into rejoicing.

King Admetus is the hero of ‘Alcestis’. He is a man of ‘high state of fame’. Goddess
Artemis is somehow offended and so he is fated to die a premature death. He thinks that
someone will offer his life in his stead, but only his wife volunteers to do so. Alcestis by her
‘heroic decision’ saves her husband’s life. Adnetus also makes the ‘heroic decision’ of
playing a perfect host, inspite of the death of his wife. He possesses ‘tolme’ which means
‘nerve for courageous and decisive commitment and resolute action’. It is a heroic quality in
Greek tragedy. He is noble through his ‘tolme’ and his ‘physics’. Admetus inspires Heracles
to match him in his nobility by showing that he has played host to be a ‘noble guest’. The
nobility of Admetus is brought out by the fact that he does not himself talk about his heroic
decision as Alcestis and Heracles both do. He is ‘hosios’ or punctilious with Apollo who
rewards him for this quality. His hospitality is also rewarded as Heracles rescues Alcestis. He
possesses the finer qualities of warmth, tolerance and generosity. The chorus praises his
noble action and when Heracles reproaches him for concealing the death of his wife from
him, Admetus answers that it was purely on account of his purest selfishness to minimize the
unpleasant consequences to himself of turning away a noble guest. Admetus is amply
rewarded for his kindness and hospitality by the return of Alcestis. Alcestis might have
readily found a new husband but western critics do not well-appreciate the feelings of a
devoted and faithful lady like Alcestis, who, in the manner of an oriental female, is ready to
lay down her life or even voluntarily end it for the sake of her husband, or at his impending
death. Alcestis considers life as worthless after death of Admetus, as he himself realizes after

the death of Alcestis. So Admetus accepts life for the sake of Alcestis as she prefers death, as
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relief from tortures and mental agony she would have suffered after the death of Admetus.
She is a true and faithful wife. Pheres says,

“She was a credit to the whole female sex by having the courage’ tlasa to do this

noble deed”.
It appears that Admetus and Alcestis are in a competition of self-sacrifice. In Greek drama, if
there are women characters like Althoea who murdered her own son; Scylla, murderess of her
father; Clytemnestra who like the women of Lemnos, murdered their husbands; Medeia who
murdered her brother, Herodias, Hoglah and Jezebel, the adulteresses of Greece: Euripides
produces Alcestis, who is an incarnation of devotion and fidelity. She lays down her life so
that her husband might live. Alcestis of Euripides comes as a reaction to the earlier creations
of Aeschylus and Sophocles. Through Alcestis, Euripides seems to convey the moral lesson
that even death can be averted by the qualities of liberality, piety and hospitality. Admetus
possesses all the aforesaid qualities.

Admetus is in sharp contrast with Jason, as Alcestis is to Clytemnestra. Admetus
decides to grieve for Alcestis forever and wants to have a statue for her. He wishes to descend
to underworld like Orpheus and bring back his wife. It is not a mere wish but he actually
attempts to throw himself into the grave and join her. In fact Admetus and Alcestis constitute
a most devoted pair. This fact is proved by their final appeal to Apollo in her death scene.
There is a sharp contrast between his life as the King of Pherae with Apollo as one of his
servants, and his plight after the death of Alcestis with wounded reputation, emptiness at
home and weeping children. Even his parents chastise and mock at him. He hardly suffers
from any vice or depravity. The calamity befalling Admetus is exceptional and unexpected
and it arouses the feeling of pity and fear. Only a miracle saves him from utter ruin.

Euripides is a rationalist. He thinks that reason should be the guide to life. Man has
certain non-rational emotions which sometimes thwart reason and bring calamity. Euripides’
tragic hero is mankind. Some natural passion exceeds its limits and it brings about the
catastrophe on the sinner or those around him or on both. Aeschylus and Sophocles believe in
Zeus as the symbol of unity and underlying harmony but Euripides does not have any such
faith. Dike is the basic norm in Sophocles. His tragedies are based on the concept of a
universe which in itself is orderly. Euripides’ universe is shot through with passions and non-
rational emotions. In a Sophoclean tragedy, the hero is placed in circumstances which
culminate in disaster for the hero, while Euripides’ tragic conception is that passions and
unreason cause the sufferings of the hero and culminate in tragedy. In his plays there is no

tragic interlock between character and situation.
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Adit and Sarah : Symbols of alienation , Nostalgia and identity
crisis in Bye Bye : Black-Bird

Dr. Alka Tomar
Asst. Professor in English
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Govt. Arts and Commerce College,
Indore (M.P.)

In Anita Desai Novel, women have been centre of attraction. Her novels like ‘Voices
in the city’ ‘Cry, the peacock’ deal primarily with women’s issues. The scene of this novel is
in London and it has been divided into three parts - The visitor, Recognition and Discovery,
The Departure. It deals with the theme of alienation from the angle of immigrants. Its focus is
the story of three Indian couples — Mala and Jasbir, Dev and Bella and Sarah and Adit. Adit is
the most sensitive character and goes to London in search of lucrative job, gets acquainted
with Sarah and marries her. In the first part of the book, he is trying to get used to foreign
soil. This settling down on the soil of foreign land is not without price. Adit like other Indian
experiences very subtle discrimination. Dev also comes to London to get education from that
institution he wish to counteract prejudices against Asians. To be in a country generates a
sense of unfamiliarity and uncomfortableness. Immigrant’s experiences problem of
adjustment and alienation on a foreign soil. Dev exclaims that ‘But this is a jungly city, this
London of your’'. The immigrants have to adapt to the culture of the adopted land where they
meet with contempt and segregation, they are alienated from their native culture and later on
feel nostalgia for their roots. Anita desai has explored the aspects of nostalgia caused by
alienation in this insensitive, inconsiderate and materialistic world which compels migrants to
search for their roots. Their separation from their native land creates alienation which is
furtherer intensifies by racial discrimination. This very fact she has highlighted by portraying
agony and anguish of its male and female protagonist, Adit and Sarah respectively.

Adit and Sarah represent and reflect pain and travails of interracial marriage. Sarah’s
marrying an Indian entrenched the feeling of loneliness and she is reminded of this fact by
her English friends. This is a common reaction among British that these Black invaders are
spoiling their emerald island. While travelling in a Bus she is overpowered by he feeling of
stark loneliness “The common with at fixed expression of stark loneliness that had so stirred

her husband on another rainy afternoon.” 2
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Sarah wants to shield herself from the rest of the world separating herself from the
world with its lustrous curtain. This very rain deepens the feeling if loneliness and she wants
to keep herself segregated from world.

The British pattern of residential arrangement further deepens the feeling of alienation
in Adit: “He is perfectly aware of schizophrenia that is infecting him like the disease to which
all Indian abroad, he declares are prone.” Dev and Adit both go through initial problem of
adjustment. While Dev accepts London as its home. Adit, on the other hand slowly and
slowly gets alienated and gets home sick frequently. “The long lingering twilight of the
English summer trembling over the garden had seemed to him like an invalid stricken with
anaemia, had aroused in him a sudden clamour, like a child’s tantrum to see again an Indian
sunset, its wild conflagration, rose and orange, flamingo, plink and lemon, scattering into a
million sparks in the night sky.

Adit and Sarah, they stand in sharp contrast to each other. Even the very world Indian
reminds him of his own country, dust laden and odour laden Air, Sarah maintains his
anglosaxon detachment while Adit has a schizophrenic feeling for being on a foreign soil ;
“She was experiencing an unsettling wave of that intermittent schizophrenid that Adit said
was a result of her having been an Indian in a past incarnation and that sometimes allowed
her to feel herself into an Indian mood while still able to observe herself undergoing this
curious transformation with her normal Saxon detachment ” Adits initial euphoria of being in
Britain vanishes like anything . He does not feel comfortable in a church and feels like
worshipping in a traditional Indian way. Wishing he had a stick of incense to burn , a handful
of jasmine of marigold to offer , Hindu fashion , to the grace of Christianity and he felt like
entering in church silently and leave silently alone. Adit recalls his days of Calcutla and
again and again relapses in days of Calcutla and Sarah passes through an emotional crisis
after getting into family way and faces an emotional journey and his very reaction of asking
for wearing Sari generates india nation it itself a traumatic experience for her and reaction of
Adit creates crisis in her life. Sarah feels alien in her own house and holds her cat in order to
avoid assault and Adit decision for leaving India leaves no choice for her. She feels cheated
and uprooted and wants to go her father before leaving for India. This very process of
preparation before leaving arouses feeling of pathos and gives us a glimpse of rootlessness
and it is an emotional journry for Sarah from her native land to land of her husband. Racial
discrimination and prejudices are so entrenched that frequest interaction and communication
fail to eradicate them. Sarah reacts in a typical British fashion after entering into house of

Adits friend and smell of food and even interior of the house generates unpalatable gestures
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and reactions. Sarah is an epitone of existential character. She is oversensitive; marriage has
given nothing but alienation and loneliness. By marrying a wog she has generated hostility
among her colleages. In Sarahs life pathos of culturally alienated girl is movingly a rendered.
She feels as if she has any existence at all and felt she well not be able to give up profession
on stage and lead life according to her own volition.

Adit and Dev represent the typical experience which an migrant has to experience in a
cultural of adopted land. Cultural differences shock then cultural identity. Characters such as
Mrs James, Mrs. Miller and even a snobbish bus conductor or cheeky boy are enough to serve
her purpose of accentuating the alienation of Indian character. Adit Sen searches his self and
takes decision of leaving for India while he assesses his wife’s loss of self and identity. Anita
Desai has meticulously delineated loneliness and anguish of its protagonist thus carrying
forward a prychological insight into the inner recesses of its meted or celebrated characters.
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Abstract

In every sector development is important for the achievement of objectives
such as growth with equality. Entrepreneurship development among woman is an
essential broader development. Several studies imply that many women
entrepreneurs are facing difficult situations when compared to their male
counterparts. Factors like business environment, political instability, poor
infrastructure; high production costs and affects women entrepreneurs more than
men. Limited access to key resources like land and credit, legal and socio-cultural
environment also act as serious limitations. In the era of globalization changing
pattern of business and evolving technologies necessitate skill enhancement that
many entrepreneurs in the continent are yet to possess. This paper presents a brief
view of the role of women entrepreneurs in the Make in India.

Keywords: Make in India, women entrepreneurs, growth, infrastructure,
production.
Introduction

Human physical and financial resources are determined Economic growth
and development of any country. An economy can move on to higher levels of
growth of the factors of production or through technical progress. The purpose of
any planned growth is to develop human and natural resources to their brimming
utilization. Therefore, industrialization is one of the ways of bringing about socio-
economic development in any country. The economic development of a nation is
sparked largely by its enterprising spirit. The characteristic of enterprising emerges
from the inter play of behavior and activity of special segment of the population
known as entrepreneurs. For example, India’s economy is today poised for a
flourishing entrepreneurial activity. It is also known that a healthy business

environment is an essential requirement for entrepreneurial growth.
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Need for women entrepreneurship
Entrepreneurs have played and playing a crucial role in the socio-economic
development of tribal areas. According to Gunderson-"Not resources, not protestant
ethic but entrepreneurship explains economic growth", The availability of
entrepreneurial skills is an vital assets and an instrument for economic growth.
Entrepreneurship among women in the tribal economic, is significant on the
following grounds -
(a) Proper utilization of available human resources.
(b) It promotes equal opportunities and human dignity.
(c) It makes women economically self dependent and provides for new challenges
for self-fulfillment.
(d) It provide more status and respect in the society and raises self confidence.
(e) It accelerates the pace of tiny, collage and small industries development.
(f) It brings special qualities in women such as innovative approach, dedication, risk
taking and patience in the work place.
Characteristics of tribal women entrepreneurs
Today women have made their mark in different walk of life and are
completing successfully despite the social economic and psychological differences.
Women have a strong potential in various aspects of economic growth in tribal
areas. The researchers found the following characteristics by staying in tribal areas

for a long time and by interacting with them from time to time -

1) Tribal women like to work in groups and also like to move together.

2) They have strong organizational skills.

3) They have physical stamina, therefore they can work for longer time.

4) Tribal women are wusually risk takers and handling the economic

uncertainties.
5) They think of their daily need. Therefore they sell their goods even at lower
price.
Objectives
1) To study the contribution women entrepreneurs in organizational growth.

2) How do them their work effectively.
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3) Which can be the possible changes require to enhance their presence in
organization.
4) Which are the essential steps should be taken by government for women

entrepreneurs.
Women Entrepreneurs

Women entrepreneurship has long been associated with concepts such as
women empowerment and emancipation. Increasingly, it has also been marketed as
crucial for increasing the quality of life of women in the developing world. Further,
it has also been encouraged as way of making changes to the status-quo of women in
the Muslim world and re-addressing the balance of power within the family unit.
The benefits of women entrepreneurship are many and varied and have been
researched in great detail in the past. The purpose of this research is to facilitate a
discussion on how best to empower women using entrepreneurship. This will in
turn help in the marketing of entrepreneurship as a tool for the female
empowerment and emancipation. Women constitute almost 50 per cent of the world
population. So the socio-economic participation of women at the international,
regional, national and local levels means using significant potential resources more
effectively. Moreover, it is noticeable that entrepreneurship development and
empowerment are complementary to each other. Women empowerment depends on
taking part in various development activities. In other words, the involvement of
women in various entrepreneurial activities has empowered them in social,
economic, culture and other related fields. It can be understood that women
entrepreneurs have been making significant impact in all segments of the economy
in the developed countries like Canada, United kingdom, Germany, Australia and
the united states, etc. Over the past two decades, women entrepreneurs have come
to be recognized for their significant contributions to socio-economic development of
their respective countries.
Women tend to focus on business that is a continuation of their domestic roles, such
as the service sector. The potential for the growth of women’s enterprises is said to
below and is driven less by entrepreneurial drive than the need for survival. Women

comprise 74 percent of those employed in the micro enterprises sector. More than 65
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per cent of all women in cottage\handicraft industries (micro enterprise) were
engaged in processing food products and beverages.
Economic contribution

Women'’s economic activities contribute directly to growth and efficiency in
dealing with informal business problems and poverty reduction is one of the main
issues for policy makers
i) Capital formation:

ii) Improvement in Per capita Income: women.
iii) Generation of employment: Women
Social Contribution

Women entrepreneurs are also contributing towards improving the balanced

regional development and improvement of living standards in the country.
i) Balanced Regional Development:
ii) Improvement in living standards:
iii) Innovation:

Women entrepreneurs need to be better organized in to women entrepreneurs
Association which help identify higher potential business opportunities, develop
markets for their products, improve product quality and marketing skills, practice
good financial management and secure better premises.

Women entrepreneurs- the key drivers of “Make in India”

Over the years, Indian women have made a substantial impact and achieved
success across sectors. Both within the country and Overseas Women play a crucial
role in the growth of the economy. Today, India boasts nearly 1.4 million women
panchayat leaders - a number that is an indicator of the leadership roles women are
increasingly taking up. In India, the manufacturing sector employs 20% of the total
workforce, much lesser than a number of Asian countries. Though women are
under-represented in this sector, there are a range of companies that have set an
example for others to follow.

Internet and Women
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In India, over 110 million women are active users of internet and growing at a
rate of 46% for females, according to a report by Internet and Mobile Association of
India and IMRB International.®

Urban India isn’t just witnessing women’s contribution to social change,
health care and education. There are a considerable number of initiatives undertaken
by rural women at the grass root level too in spreading awareness for gender
equality.

Women village-level entrepreneurs run a range of Common Service Centres
in India. Vaijanti Devi, who hails from Bihar, runs one such centre and offers online
banking services and enrolls villagers for the Aadhar programme.

The Ministry of Women and Child Development introduced the ‘Support to
Training and Employment Programme for Women (STEP)" scheme to provide
employment to women. Under this scheme, women above 16 years of age are
provided training to help them become self-employed. The sectors covered under
this programme include Agriculture, Food Processing, Handlooms, Handicrafts and
Computers, among others.

Women’s Vocational Training Programme

The Women'’s Vocational Training Programmed was introduced in 1977 by
the Ministry of Labour and Employment. The programmed attempts to promote the
employment of women in industries (mainly the organized sector). As part of this
programmed, women are trained under the Craftsmen Training Scheme and Craft
Instructors Training Scheme.

Digital India

Digital India aims to transform India into a digitally empowered society and

knowledge economy. A beginning has already been achieved, with the first Women
Village Level Entrepreneur Conference that was held in March 2015.
Other programmes include Arogya Sakhi, which is a mobile application that assists
women entrepreneurs to deliver preventive health care at the doorstep. Similarly,
Internet Saathi aims to deploy 1,000 specially-designed bicycles with connected
devices to give women a chance to experience the Internet for four to six months.

Start Up and Stand Up India
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Both the Start Up and Stand Up India initiatives empower women
entrepreneurs and provide financial assistance to those who are setting up their
businesses. The programmed also aid those who have already established their
business but fall under the startup category. Through these schemes, the
government aims to turn women from job-seekers to job-creators.

The Future ahead

With the power of digital technology and growing opportunities, there is a
revolution in the way women are doing business. Some of them are already running
successful enterprises, and many more are joining the bandwagon. For ‘Make in
India” to grow even further, women should be considered and promoted as key
drivers.

Suggestion

1. Women entrepreneurs should be provided with achievement motivation training
and promotional support.

2. Marketing intelligence should be made available to women entrepreneurs.

3. The development of infrastructure in tribal areas such as road, communication,
electricity etc. will promote for women entrepreneurs.

4. To provide more practical knowledge for improving the operation efficiency of
women entrepreneurs.

5. To secure concession, subsidies and more assistance to women entrepreneurs.

6. To create environment for development of self confidence and hope among
women entrepreneurs.

Conclusion

The study reveals that there is a vast sense of women entrepreneurship
development in tribal areas. It is also observed that socio-economic environment of
tribals and the opportunities available in the tribal area also influence women
entrepreneurship significantly. There is a need for three tier efforts for the
development of women entrepreneurs in tribal areas first to create entrepreneurs
environment including safety sense among women in tribal area, second changing
social attitude towards women and third, to provide proper infrastructure in tribal

area.
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Margaret Atwood’s evergreen dystopian novel The Handmaid’s Tale is about to
become a television drama. Published in 1985, it couldn’t feel more fresh or more
timely, dealing as it does with reproductive rights, with the sudden accession to
power of a theocracy in the United States, with the demonisation of imagined,
pantomime villain “Islamic fanatics”. But then, feminist science fiction does tend to
feel fresh - its authors have a habit of looking beyond their particular historical
moment, analysing the root causes, suggesting how they might be, if not solved,
then at least changed.

Where does the story of feminist science fiction begin? There are so many
possible starting points: Margaret Cavendish’s 1666 book The Blazing World, about an
empress of a utopian skingdom; one could point convincingly to Mary Shelley’s
Frankenstein as an exploration of how men could “give birth” and what might
happen if they did; one could recall the 1905 story Sultana’s Dream by Begum
Rokeya, about a gender-reversed India in which it's the men who are kept in
purdah.

And perhaps one of the starting points was here: on 29 August 1911, a 50-
year-old man, a member of the Yahi group of the Native American Yana people,
walked out of the forest near Oroville, California, and was captured by the local
sheriff. He was known at the time and popularised in the press as “the last wild
Indian”.

He called himself “Ishi” - a word in the Yahi language that means simply
“man”. He was the very last of his people, and had been living in the wilderness
alone, travelling to places he remembered from the time when his tribe had

flourished, in the hope of finding some remnant of those he’d grown up with. When
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he realised they were truly all gone, when a series of forest fires meant he was close
to starvation, he allowed himself to be found and taken in.

Knowing that he was the last surviving Yahi, Ishi was desperate to
communicate some of the culture that would be entirely lost when he was gone. He
ended up living with the director of the museum of anthropology at the University
of California, Alfred Kroeber. He taught Kroeber as much as he could: demonstrated
the skills of flint-knapping, explained his language, told the stories of his people one
last time so they could be written down and preserved. He was particularly fond of
children, Kroeber recorded. Ishi died in 1916, of tuberculosis. After his death,
Alfred’s wife, Theodora, wrote a remarkable book about him, Ishi in Two Worlds,
which relays as much of the Yahi culture as the anthropologists were able to record,
and talks about Ishi’s own accounts of his life. To read it is to touch an intricate and
beautiful civilisation that is now entirely gone, a place that can only be momentarily
resurrected by an imaginative act, as unreachable as an alien world.

And the link with feminist science fiction? Theodora and Alfred Kroeber’s
daughter was Ursula Le Guin, the science fiction author. Her novel The Left Hand of
Darkness was published in 1969, at the start of the revolutionary women'’s
movement, and was one of the earliest pieces of feminist SF. It is about a man from
Earth who travels to the planet Gethen, where the people have no fixed gender. He
is by turns fascinated, appalled and deeply, sickeningly lonely. Everyone’s
“normality” is someone else’s wilderness.

The association between some writers of feminist science fiction and the
wilderness is surprisingly strong, in fact. Atwood grew up spending a large portion
of each year in the Quebec woods. Her father was an entomologist - an insect man
with a specialism in the solitary bee - who worked on ways to protect the Canadian
forest industry from insect damage. Atwood’s early life included springs, summers
and early autumns in a log cabin in the woods with no electricity, paddling canoes
across clear forest lakes and cooking on an open fire. Alice Sheldon - who wrote
under the pen name James Tiptree Jr, and after whom the James Tiptree Jr award for

science fiction or fantasy explorations of gender is named - travelled extensively as a
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child among African peoples including the Kikuyu. Her parents were Herbert, an
explorer, and Mary, a travel writer and war correspondent.

What makes Atwood's novel so terrifying is that it's all plausible. In fact,
everything has happened some-where before Of course, not every author of feminist
science fiction was taught how to make a fire in the wilderness by her (or his)
parents. But what interests me, and what links these stories, I think, is the sense of
young people having been exposed early on to the idea that there are other ways of
living which are equally valid, equally worthy of respect, equally troubling and
equally beautiful. That other cultures and modes of existence make sense on their
own terms. That however you’'ve grown up, it would always be possible to do things
differently. And having seen that, one can’t help reflecting on what the world would
be like if we did decide to do things radically differently. Feminist - or let’s say
gender-questioning - science fiction asks insistently, through careful construction of
different societies, how much of what we think now, today, in generic western
culture about men and women is innate in the human species and how much is just
invented. And if we've invented it then could we, for better or worse, invent it
differently?

The answers are often dystopian. The Handmaid’s Tale is probably the most famous
work of feminist speculative fiction ever published; certainly it's one with a huge
and appreciative audience outside the borders of the “genre” science fiction and
fantasy readership. It takes place in Gilead, a fundamentalist theocratic state in New
England in which a Christian sect, “the Sons of Jacob”, has taken control. There’s
been a precipitous decline in the birth rate, and the state has reverted to the biblical
model of reproduction: powerful men have fertile young “handmaids” to bear
children who will then belong to them and their wives. The novel follows one such
handmaid, Offred - a name that sounds appealingly Anglo-Saxon until you realise it
means “Of Fred”, Fred being the man who owns her. I read the novel as a teenager
and realised very suddenly and certainly that if I were ever to get married I couldn’t
possibly change my name, that I would never be able to hear it as anything but

“Offred” from then on.
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What makes The Handmaid’s Tale so terrifying is that everything that happens
in it is plausible. In fact, everything - like the stratagem of the handmaids - has
happened somewhere before. Everything in it has been praised by someone as the
right, the good, the best, the only way to live. And Atwood had a horrifyingly
prescient eye for how a state like Gilead could come to exist: “... after the
catastrophe, when they shot the president and machine-gunned the Congress and
the army declared a state of emergency. They blamed it on the Islamic fanatics, at the
time ... Newspapers were censored and some were closed down, for security
reasons they said. The road-blocks began to appear, and Identipasses. Everyone
approved of that, since it was obvious you couldn’t be too careful.” Eventually,
women’s bank accounts are frozen, taken away from them, women are fired from
their jobs. It happens step by step. How do you boil a frog? You turn the heat up
slowly.

The politics of fear are always the same. They are easily recognisable in
retrospect. They are easy to acquiesce in at the time. On the day of Donald Trump’s
inauguration, one popular placard read “Make Margaret Atwood Fiction Again”.
There’s no gain the women’s movement has made that can’t be taken away - a fact
that will sound terrifying to some and a gleeful plan of action to others.

Writers of feminist dystopian fiction are alert to the realities that grind down
women’s lives, that make the unthinkable suddenly thinkable. In Joanna Russ’s
novel The Female Man, four women from four parallel worlds meet, travelling from
world to world to see how their lives could have been different under a different
system. The most sexist of all the realities she explores is also the one that is most
economically depressed. It's Jeannine, the woman from the world where the
Depression never ended, who is so ground down that she barely believes she can
exist without finding a man to marry her. Economic downturns make vulnerable
people more vulnerable - and societies in trouble tend to retreat to an imagined past
of certainty and stability. To put it another way: justice feels affordable in times of
plenty, and starts to feel like a luxury in times of want. But anarchy can lead to new
opportunities. In Octavia Butler’s Parable of the Sower, in which a young woman

with “hyperempathy” founds a new religious order, people are hungry for change
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because the old ways haven’t worked, the US is plagued by deadly weather patterns
that kill hundreds, and civilisation has collapsed to the point that it’s “crazy to live
without a wall to protect you”. Feminist science fiction does have a way of finding
resonances in the modern world.

Utopias and dystopias can exist side by side. Everyone’s shining city on a hill
is someone else’s hell on earth Marge Piercy’s 1976 novel Woman on the Edge of Time
offers another two possible futures, one utopian, one dystopian. Connie Ramos has
been released from a mental hospital; she’s seeing visions of the future, which might
be real or might be delusional. In one future, the human race has somehow managed
to come to its senses about all kinds of prejudice, learning how to value the rich
diversity of life - gay and straight, male and female, all ethnicities and physical
characteristics. As one character says, when discussing valuing one trait over
another in reproduction: “It’s one choice to breed carrots for our uses - especially
leaving wild and variant gene pools intact. Is another to breed ourselves for some
uses or imagined uses! For all we know, a new ice age comes and we might better

'II

breed for furriness than mathematical ability!” It's a pointed lesson when contrasted
with Connie’s visions of a dystopian future, where women are “cosmetically fixed
for sex use”, and people boast about which multinational corporation owns them.
The astonishing thing about considering Woman on the Edge of Time now is how
we’ve inched closer to both her worlds in the 40 years since the novel was published.
Yes, you can get cosmetic “fillers” on any high street. Yes, corporations continue to
grow in power as if they were living things, merging and combining abilities. And at
the same time it also doesn’t feel astonishing to read a scene of two men flirting and
dancing together as it might have done in 1976. Utopias and dystopias can exist side
by side, even in the same moment. Which one you're in depends entirely on your
point of view.

‘Is my novel dystopian? Only if you're a man’ says Naomi Alderman in latest
novel, The Power, which has been described as a dystopian thriller. In it, almost all
the women in the world suddenly develop the power to electrocute people at will

and they use their power, slowly but surely, just as men do in our world today.

Some of them are kind and some cruel. Some rape and some just have a jolly good



gacc jourhal. Vol - I, Issue 7 44

time in bed with willing participants. Nothing happens to men in the novel - I
explain carefully to interviewers - that is not happening to a woman in our world
today. So is it dystopian? Well. Only if you're a man.

That answer’s too simple, of course. It's pat, and gets a laugh from an
audience, but the relationship between our world and utopias or dystopias of all
stripes is a complicated one. Can we make a perfect state, where everyone is happy
and agrees that things are being run in the best of all possible ways? Equally, could
we create a place that everyone would agree is evil and morally bankrupt? We're a
diverse bunch, human beings. Which helps explain that thing you cannot do for all
of the people all of the time.

Margaret Atwood: “All dystopias are telling you is to make sure you've got a
lot of canned goods and a gun’ Le Guin has a beautiful long short story called The
Matter of Seggri and it draws - as so much of her work does - on her deep sympathy
with the position of the anthropologist, there to observe and understand, not judge
and solve. Seggri is an alien world; it's so much easier to do thought experiments
about an alien world, it’s clean and isolates precisely the problem you want to talk
about. Human beings on Seggri are born physically just like human beings are here,
with only one significant difference: “there are 16 adult women for every adult man.
One conception in six or so is male, but a lot of non-viable male foetuses and
defective male births bring it down to one in 16 by puberty.” And this tweak
changes everything. Women on Seggri marry each other - you can’t hoard the men
for just one woman. Instead the men live in protected areas and do athletics to show
off their muscles. “All they’re allowed to do ... is compete at games and sports ...
Nothing else. No options. No trades. No skills of making. They aren’t allowed into
the colleges to gain any kind of freedom of mind.” People on Seggri say: “Men have
to be sheltered from education for their own good.” Meanwhile, women set up home
together, pursue their interests and hire a man occasionally for fun or to father a
child. As one anthropologist character observes of Seggri: “Men have all the
privilege and women have all the power.”

What I love about this story is how clear-eyed it is that all societies - at least

all thus far constructed - leave something out. At a certain point in the story, one
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woman grieves over the curious behaviour of a boy who had fallen in love with her
and wanted to be free to live only with her. “She thought, ‘My life is wrong.” But she
did not know how to make it right.” It's a heartbreaking moment. So often when
one’s life seems wrong, it’s the world that is wrong. But we do not know how to
make it right.

Which brings us back to Ishi. He knew in 1911 that all his people were dead,
that he would starve if he did not surrender himself to the alien force that had
destroyed his family and laid waste his land. But 1911 was not a terrible year for
everyone. The New York Public Library was opened that year, Orville Wright set a
new world record for glider flight, and Ronald Reagan was born - that was probably
nice for his parents at least.

Reagan famously described his vision of an America that would be a “shining
city upon a hill” - a beacon of light and hope, a place that could show the world how
to be better, an inspiration to all. A utopia. So let’s put those two things side by side
and regard them for a moment. Reagan is a baby in the cradle, Ishi is in the forest,
accepting that the Yahi people are gone forever, wiped out by the settlers.
Everyone’s shining city on a hill is someone else’s hell on earth.

Every utopia contains a dystopia. Every dystopia contains a utopia. The
conclusion I've come to through extensive speculative fiction voyaging is that the
best we can hope for, probably, is to create a society that tries hard not to leave
people out. And to be vigilantly alert to the people we are leaving out, whoever they
are. To listen. To try to make it right as often as we can. To imagine how it could be
different. And as to whether The Power is a dystopia? Well, as nothing happens to a
man in it that’s not happening to a woman right now, if my novel is a dystopia,
we're living in a dystopia today.

REFERENCE
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Can English Be Fixed?

Dr. Renu Sinha
Asst. Professor in English
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee
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Since Jonathan Swift’s 1712 Proposal for Correcting, Improving and
Ascertaining the English Tongue, two centuries of self-appointed correctors and
improvers of English usage - such as Robert Lowth, HW Fowler, George Orwell,
Kingsley Amis, Simon Heffer, Lynne Truss, and Neville Gwynne - have decried the
decadent state of our language and instructed people on how to use it better. But what
have they accomplished?

They have helped enforce agreement that there should be a standard version of
the language. They have not, however, managed to set the exact details of that
standard. They have not even agreed whether long words or short ones are better (in
spite of some vehement pronouncements on the subject). And the stream of the
language has flowed on despite the damning practices prescribed by grammar
doctors in the 1700s and 1800s that often look old-fashioned or bizarre now : no one
writes snatcht, checkt, or snapt : no one uses colons as I am doing in this sentence.

Generations have learned that “bad English’ is a failure of intellectual and moral fibre

The language cannot be fixed in place, and its constant evolution does not
always follow the tastes of its self-appointed guardians. Some of their proposed
improvements have had inglorious careers: a rule - don’t split infinitives, don’t end
sentences with prepositions, don’t start sentences with conjunctions - is decided in
defiance of established usage. It is promulgated in books, taught in schools, and often
used as an indicator of a writer’s level of education, yet it continues to be broken -
productively by some (including many of the best writers), sloppily by others, guiltily
by many.

It is at last declared not to be a real rule by authoritative guides in the later 20th
Century, and yet it is still propounded by a small but truculent segment of society,

who have unpleasant things to say about those who dare break it. On the other hand,
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some words that English-defenders indignantly opposed have blithely prevailed:
bureaucracy, racial, electrocute telegram, antagonise pants, jeopardise, donate, and
scores of others.

One important effect the English-improvers have had, however, is on how
people feel and talk about English usage. They have taught generations of English
speakers that ‘bad English’ is a failure of intellectual and moral fibre. Consider the
adjectives they have used to condemn choices of words they disagreed with.

Jonathan Swift, in 1712, talked of “Corruptions,” “Licentiousness,” and
“barren” usages; Robert Lowth, in 1799, applied terms such as “perverted” and
“barbarous”; Richard Grant White, in 1872, used phrases such as “utterly
abominable”, “foolish and intolerable”, and said they showed “utter want of
education and a low grade of intelligence” (and these against words such as
donate, jeopardise, and preventative). HW Fowler in 1908 spoke of “barbaric” usages,
and the “special ugliness” that comes from a word with a “mongrel origin”, and
counselled readers that “The effect of using quotation marks with slang is merely to
convert a mental into a moral weakness.” George Orwell in 1946 inveighed against
“slovenliness” and “sheer incompetence.”

‘Linguistic insecurities’

In more recent years, writers guilty of some well-established word choices and
writing habits have been called “slovenly” by Kingsley Amis; “abominable,” and
“semi-literates” by Simon Heffer; “illiterate” by Neville Gwynne; and “moral
weaklings” by Lynne Truss. These are terms fit for war crimes or animal cruelty, but
they are applied to turns of phrase that are endorsed, or at least allowed, by the
Chicago Manual of Style, The New Fowler’s Modern English Usage, The New York
Public Library Writer's Guide to Style and Usage, Merriam-Webster, and the
Associated Press Stylebook, all of which manage to make prescriptions without
casting aspersions on the moral and intellectual character of those who do not heed
them.

Their ideal is a person of careful, vigorous thought, moral propriety, manly directness

and the right sort of education
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To be fair, these angry grammarians did not invent discrimination based on
speech. Anywhere there are different varieties of a language associated with different
regions and different social sets, the way you talk will show what group you belong
to, and people will decide on that basis how to treat you. What these umpires of the
English language have enabled and abetted is scorn based purely on details of the
language itself rather than on extrinsic social differences.

There is a classism in it, but their ideal is not a nobleman (they often criticise
errors in the speech of the high and mighty) but a person of careful, vigorous thought,
moral propriety, manly directness, and the right sort of education, as evinced
unfailingly by avoidance of specified vulgarisms and barbarisms. They despise
stupidity and low character, but they enfranchise their pupils to identify these not by
the content of what is said but by a few simplistic rules of form: a belt of scorn
grenades.

Those who take up these weapons often use them viciously. In his recent book
Bad English, the language scholar Ammon Shea has collected some striking examples.
One George Quinn, in a 2004 letter to the Providence Journal newspaper, said that a
particular writer who started a sentence with a conjunction should have been
“appropriately beaten in grammar class”. The poet Phyllis McGinley said the sentence
adverb ‘hopefully’ “is an abomination and its adherents should be lynched”. Jack
Knox, a columnist for the Prince George Citizen, advocated capital punishment for
anyone who used ‘gift’ as a verb. An executive at Western Union once wrote that
whoever first used ‘contact’ as a verb “should have been destroyed in early
childhood.”

Those who speak in strong terms about ill-favoured usages naturally defend
their passion: “I frequently hear people pointedly aver that they ‘care about

rrm

language,”” Shea writes, “which to me is simply a polite way of saying ‘I like to
correct the language use of other people.” We all scare about language, some of us
more than others, but the degree to which one is willing to humiliate or upbraid
others should not stand as an indication of how much one cares.”

The giveaway is that the focal usages are not ones that truly manifest

incompetence, such as “I are come” or “Do like this speak not.” They are words and
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turns of phrase that are used all the time by well-educated, fluent speakers, including
many who are well respected for their writing. This allows scolds to use them as true
in-group markers. As Rebecca Gowers writes in Horrible Words, “The more arbitrary
their dislike of a given word, the more honour they are likely to invest in insisting that
it is incorrect, and possibly not a word at all.”

It's easy to be drawn into this. The English language can be confusing. Thanks
toits history, its spelling is capriciously inconsistent; thanks to the vast body of
literature that has grown over the centuries of its evolution, its variations of form are
manifest. And thanks to reformers who would “correct and improve” the language,
there are things we are told we should do that we can plainly see most people don’t
do. To be an English speaker is unavoidably to have some degree of what William
Labov called ‘linguistic insecurity’. People whose English is farther from the
promoted ideal are more insecure, but you will not find an English speaker who does
not at least occasionally fret about whether he or she is committing an error. Even the
sternest grammar cranks privately catch themselves out from time to time.

It's not so surprising that people over the centuries have wanted to tidy it all
up. But attempts at improvement have not been unequivocally successful, to say the
least, and the tone in which they have been presented has done further injury. It's bad
enough that we have to worry about being clear and consistent; thanks to the
weaponisation of English grammar and vocabulary, we also have to worry about

being seen as degenerate barbarian imbeciles.
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Hinduism, also said to be ‘Sanatana Dharma’, is the oldest living religion of
the world. It is the richest religion with diverse philosophies, traditions and practices
that have been followed by peoples of the Asiatic region for thousands of years.
Now, it has become a global religion in a sense that the practitioners of this religion
comprise of each and every continent of the earth, in considerable majority. Most of
the Schools of Thought in the world have worked upon this religion and
unanimously have come to more or less the same conclusion that Hinduism is the
symbol of “ONENESS AND PLURALISM”, which in other words could be
concluded as the 'ESSENCE’ of Hinduism.

Although there are some disputable opinions about its beginning in history,
about its single founder, about its central religious establishment, or sole
authoritative scripture, yet on the basis of two of its core beliefs, ‘Oneness and
Pluralism’, it remains atop. “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”, i.e. the whole universe is
one family, is the very essence of Hinduism, which has been expressed in the ancient
sanskrit hymns. It believes that no one is superior, none inferior. All are brothers
marching forward to prosperity. Also it emphasizes on:

Om sarve bhavantu sukhinah. Sarve santu niraamayaah.
Sarve bhadraani pashyantu. Maa kaschid dukhbhaag bhavet.

which means, ‘May all beings be happy. May all beings be healthy. May all
beings experience prosperity. May none in the world suffer.

Through its philosophy of pluralism, the Hindu religion has been able to
embrace the reality of diversity, understanding of equality and unity. Every being,
with their varying likes and dislikes, their unique personalities, and their different
cultures, not only connect with one another in their own unique ways, but connect

with the Divine in their own individual ways. As such those who believe in God are
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said to be “Aastik’ and those who don’t “Naastik’. Hinduism accepts both. Likewise,

there are plenty of beliefs and dis-beliefs which have been equally accepted and

welcomed by the religious practitioners. Some of them are as follows, which

supposedly written by Francois Gautier, a French political & religious writer, a

photographer and a journalist, who came to India in 1969 in his early age to make

India as his workplace (Karma bhoomi).

The one who wants to worship idols is said to be ‘murti pujak’. Yes, he is
accepted wholeheartedly.

Doesn’t want to worship idols? No problem, he can focus on ‘Nirquna Brahman’.
Someone who wants to criticize something in our religion, we welcome them,
because Nyaya, Tarka (Logic) etc. are core Hindu schools.

If someone wants to accept each and every belief, as it is, without any question,
logic? Please go ahead, because we allow everybody liberty to do whatsoever.

If somebody wants to start the journey by reading “Bhagawadgeeta”, no problem,
one can begin at any point of time with any scripture.

Same is the case with “Upanishads”, “ Puranas” or “Vedas” .

If someone doesn’t like to read the above scriptures or not able to, no problem,
they could follow the Bhakti tradition, or Bhakti devotion.

If you don’t even like the idea of Bhakti devotion, not an issue, just go on doing
the things (KARMA) in right way and be a ‘Karmayogi’.

If someone wants to enjoy life without any botheration of religiosity, no problem
at all. This is “Charvaka Philosophy’.

If somebody wants to abstain from all the enjoyments of life and wants to find
God, Jai Ho, be a Saadhu, an ascetic.

If somebody doesn’t like the concept of God, don’t mind, he can just believe in
only Nature because, trees are our friends and prakriti or nature is worthy of
worship.

If somebody wants to believe in ONE GOD, or Supreme Energy, very good, he
or she can follow ‘Advaita Philosophy’.

If you want a Guru, go ahead. Receive Gyaan or if you don’t want a Guru, be

happy and help yourself! Meditate! Study!
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e If you believe in Female energy, Shakti is worshipped.

e If someone believes that every human being is equal, oh great, come on lets
celebrate Hinduism as “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’'.

e If you don’t have time to celebrate any one festival, don’t worry, one more
festival is coming soon. There are multiple festivals every single day of the year.

e If you are a working personnel, don’t have time for religious activities, its okay.
You will still remain as a Hindu.

e If you like to go to temples, its too good, Devotion is loved. Even if you don't
like to go to temples, no problem, still you are a Hindu.

e If you say that Hinduism is a way of life, with considerable freedom and liberty,
Hey, you are absolutely right.

e If someone believes that everything has God in it, he/she is allowed to worship
mother, father, guru, tree, river, the Earth or the Universe or even any Praani
Maatra.

® And if someone argues that he/she doesn’t believe that everything has God in it,
no problem, we respect your viewpoint.

® “Sarve Jana Sukhino Bhavantu” (May you all live happily). You represent this!
You are free to choose!

I do not exactly know that in what sense did Mr. Francois Gautier make a
mention of above nonparallel remarks, but I strongly endorse those remarks as
positive conclusions with utmost subjectivity and belief. Because this is exactly the
essence of Hinduism, all inclusive. That is why it has withstood the test of time in
spite of repeated onslaught both from within and outside, and assimilated every
good aspects from everything. That is why Hinduism is eternal!!!

There is a saying in Rigueda, the first book ever known to manking which
depicts the philosophy of Hinduism in a nutshell - “Ano bhadrah Krathavo Yanthu
Vishwathah” - Let the knowledge come to us from every direction”.

The World of Pluralism

Pluralism has contributed to the incredible spiritual and religious freedom
one witnesses within Hinduism - in it many deity traditions, paths or yogas, schools

of thoughts, saint traditions, ways of worship etc. The worldview of pluralism is not
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just applicable to Hindus, but to all members of this universal family. Accordingly,
Hinduism acknowledges not just the possibility, but also the existence of more than
one path or way of relating to Truth (God). In relating to other religions, Hinduism
asserts that it is not only harmful, but inherently flawed to insist that one’s own path
towards God is the only true and meaningful path. Based on this firm pluralistic
belief, Hinduism has never sanctioned proselytization. It is also clear that, for
centuries in Southeast Asia, it has been this Hindu brand of absolute pluralism,
which has provided the ideal environment for peaceful coexistence and prosperity
for at least eight major religions, including Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism,
Christianity, Islam, Sikhism, Jainism and Zoroastrian.
The Hindu Scriptures
Hinduism is rich in scriptures and includes an extensive collection of ancient
religious writings. These sacred texts are classified broadly into two categories:
Shruti and Smriti. The word Shruti literally means “heard” and consists of what
Hindus believe to be eternal truths akin to natural law. These texts are revered as
‘revealed” or divine in origin and are believed to contain the foundational truths of
Hinduism. The second category scripture is Smriti, which lietrally means ‘memory’,
and is distinguised from Shruti in terms of its origin. Teachings in Smriti texts are
meant to be remind adherents and eternal truths of Shruti, and read and interpreted
in light of changing circumstances over kaala (time), desha (land), and guna
(personality).
Shruti
Some of the well known texts of this category include:
<+ Vedas: The word Veda means “knowledge”. There are four Vedas, Rig, Sama,
Yajur and Atharva, of which Rig Veda is the oldest.
< Upanishads: These texts, numbering over 100. contain an extensive exploration
of the methods of understanding the self, God, and the nature of the world.
Smriti
> Upavedas: The Upaveds consist of four main texts, including, Ayurveda (the
science of health and life), Dhnurveda (the science of warfare), Gandharvaveda (the

study of aesthetics, and delineates are forms) and Arthashastra (guidance of
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public administration, governance, economy, and politics).

> Puranas: Stories in the Puranas translate the meanings of the ancient Shruti
scriptures and teach them to the masses by explaining the teachings of the Vedas
and Upanishads through stories and parables. There are 18 major Puranas and
many minor ones, upapuranas.

> The Ramayana: This is very popular epic tells the life story of the noble prince
named Rama, whom Hindus believe to be an incarnation of the Divine.

» The Mahabharata: With over 100,000 verses, the Mahabharata is a historical
epic, and is the longest poem the world has known.

> The Bhagawad Gita: The Bhagavad Gita is a primary scripture for Hindus.
Although it is a tiny part of the Mahabharata and technically classed as a Smriti
text, it is traditionally accorded the rank of an Upanishad.

> Agama Shastras: Ancient and numerous, including many that have been lost
over the centuries, these texts deal with practical aspects of devotion and
worship, including personal and temple rituals and practices.

Besides above Religious Scriptures and Texts, Hinduism remains as an
inspiration for innovation and discovery. Hinduism has been a wellspring for vast
contributions to global civilization spanning more than five millennia. As a religious
practice aspiring to understand the eternal mysteries of existence, Hinduism has
never been a regressive or closed dogma satisfied with historicentric interpretations
of one holy book. In fact, Hindus have explored the mysteries of science,
mathematics and astronomy to revel in the glory of Creation. Epochal advances in
metallurgy, medicine, grammar, music and dance, among other disciplines, came
from early practitioners of Hinduism. Some perennial contributions of Hinduism
are; Education, Mathematics, Astronomy, Metallurgy, Medicine, Surgery, Literature,
Arts, Yoga and Meditation etc.

The World of Openness

The country has to feel pride in openness, the diversity, the range, the lofty
metaphysical aspirations of the Vedanta. We cherish the diversity, the lack of
compulsion, and the richness of the various ways in which Hinduism is practised

philosophically. It is also admirable that the civilizational heritage of tolerance that
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made Hindu societies open their arms to people of every other faith, to come and
practise their beliefs in peace amidst Hindus. It is remarkable that India is the only
country on earth where the Jewish people have lived for centuries and never
experienced a single episode of anti-Semitism. Finally, this is the Hinduism in which
we gladly take pride.
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